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BOMBAY ACT No, XI OF 19531

[ THE BOMBAY ClNbMAS (REG!J!..AllON) ACT, i953t j.

(This Act ft'Ce1vedthei:is"e:n~of the Governor on 15th Aplil 1953; assent ~
tirst published in the Bombay G(n'ernml'lIfGazette, Part TV,Oilthc' !7th April 1953.)

Arnendedby Bom. 38 of .1955.
Adapted and modij]<cd by the Bombay Adaptation of Laws (State and

Coacurrent Subjecfs) Order. 1956... .
. Arn~nded by Bom. 8 of i958.

Adapted and modified by tb~ Mahamshtra' Adaptation of Laws (State and
Concurrent Subjects) Order, 1960.

Amended by Mail. 12 of 1960,
!90f 1961.
2 of 1973.

.? 34 of 1975(1-12-1975)*
" ,. 39 of 1976 (5-&-1976)*
, ,,"7 of ]987 (1.-1-1987)*

20 of 1991.(26-8 199]f'

..

,.

An Act t9 provide for regulating exhibitions by means of cil1ematogm!t'h~and
the licensing of places in which cinematograph fi!rngare e"hibited in the

2[State of Mahar~shtra J.

WHEREAS it is expedier.t to provide for rugulating exhibitions by meaL!>
of cinematographs ar.d the licensing of pJat:es in . which cinematograph
6lmf are exhibited in the 2{State of Ma.hara:',htraJ; (t, is hereby ena<.ted as
foHows :-.,~,

1. (1) This Act may be Galled the Bombay Cinemas (Regulation) Act, ShOr\title.
1953. exten.eommence-

3(2) It extend:'. to the whole ()f the State of Maharashtra. 1 ment

(3) It shall come into for(:e "[in the pre-Reorganisation' State of Bombay]
on such date as the State Government may, by notification in the Official

~r~'G{lZerle, 6[appoint; and!p. the remaining part. of the State of Maharashtra
1960. it shaH come into force on the commencem\:il1.t of the Bombay Cinemas

(RegHlcitlo,'\ (ExtcnsioI' and Amendment) Act, 1960].
2. [n this Act. unless. there is anything repugnant in the ~ubject

context..- .
(a) "cinematograph" includes any

, moving pictu.rC'sor series of pictures;
(b). '.iict:flsing authority" means the authority empowered to grant

!icenccs under section 4; .

(c) "place" incll1de~ 8 hous>;, building, tent and any description of
transport, whether bysea. land or <liT; '. ..

(d) "pn;scj bed" me~n~ prescribed by rules nHide under this Act.
3. Save -liS. otherwise provided in this Act. no person shall give a., exhibition. Cin:~r~,r

by .mctUJS of a cbematographdsewhert: than in a place Jieemedunder ~aN,iefJ;::j3)D-
~his Act or oth~n,'i~e tllat in c()mpJian('e with any conditions and Testrictions~~,:~
tmposed hy sitchlicence. . .

~ ' , .., , ........--.

1 For Statement of Ob.iect~and Reasons, see Bombay GovernmentGazette, 1952,Part V, page 225.
. TIJi:,-.:words were substItuted for the words "State of Bombay" by Mah. .12of ]960, s. 3. .
3 Sub-seetiou(2) Was8'.!bstitutedfor the original. ibid., s. 4 (i).
. These words were ins.:.rted, ibid., s, 4 (Ii). . .
" 'i'hi., porliOn was sub,;tituted for the w.)rd "aPl?oint", ibid. . ..
t This Act 'was extended to. and shall by virtue of such-e;etcnsion be in force in the rest of th~

State of Maharashtra ("ide Mah. ]2 of 1960, s.2).
. Tbi.'I indicates the date of eornmencementof Act.

H Ii 12.8 Q.. ,

or Dekf~t;\!\!;t.

apparatus for the Te-presentatior of



Bombay Cinemas (Regulation) Act; 1953 ., 1953: Born. XI~

~"t!:iil,1g4. The authority !nving power to grant licences under this Act, shall
'IAlI..bDnty;be--

(i) in Greatcr Bombay, the Commission~! or Police, Greater Bornb"y;
(ii) in ot1ler areas for which a Commissioner of Police is appointed ~

under s",ction 7 of the Bombay Police Act, 1951, such Commissioner; and ~i
(m) r;!sewhctc, the DisH:;;tMagistri1.te : ¥91~!.

Provided that the State Government. may, by notification in the Ojjici..!
Gazette, Coil8titute for the whole or any part of the I[State of Maharj.:.:htraJ
such other authorhy as it' may sp.:cify in th~ liotif,cation to be lkt;!1sing
authority for the purposes of thi~.A(,1:.

.a~iion5 5, (l) The licensing authority shall not grant a licence under this Act
.on,lX)1.JtcSofunles<;it is s[.1Lfiedthat-

~=~f:' .(a) the rules made u;1der this Act have been sub~tant1al1y complied
with; and

(b) adequate precautio!1;> haw been' taken. in the place. in re~p(;(;l of
which the licence' i s ~o be given, to provide for the safer} of })elSO"S
attendingexhibitiontherein. - .

(2)' Subj:ct to the Pl'"Yisious of :.ub-sectiori (1), the liceri~'i'tig;',cf).1Jthority
may 2[whh the p:'eviou::,; ;;allctiQ~~of the State Gavernment] grant licences
under this .A.ct to such pers.ons ::1.Sthat authorLy thlnk~; fit 3(an payment of
such fees,] and' a'n stich term&and conditio11:! and subject to such restlk-
tiong.~t:) i",~aybe prescribed '[01 may, after recording in writing its rt:a,;ons.
then:,for. refw;c 10 grant :1i,ysuch !k:er;ce. ]

(3) Th,~ State Govei'nmcnt may, from tImc to time, issue directi.ons t.o
1icensc(~s generally .or. to any lkem~ce in p?xticular f.of the. purp.ose of
regulating the exhlbiti.on .of ..ny i1hu (E di;l;,S .of films so that scientific
films, films intr;nded f.:;! cducatior'c<:\1pl1Tpose~.;. films dealing with news
and current e'.o:-~~s, documentary fiL:ns .or indigenaus films secure an
adequ.~.t~ oppxtu!lity .of being exhibited, and where any such. dhections
have been issued, those directi.ons shall be deemed t.o be. additional con-
ditions <I.t1d restrictions subject to which the licence. bas be:e::1griinted.

Powerof 6. (1) 1 he State G(..vemment if) respect .of the whole5{of. th'~' 6fState
Stateaf MRharasbtra] [or any part thereof .or the licensing autoority in respect

G~m~n.t of th~ area within its jurisdiction, may, if it is of opinion that ant~'-fil:tn
c~U:;~!ltgwhich is being publicly exhibited is likel}' to. causea",breach .of -, public
a ~nd order, by .order, smpend the exhibition of the film and during suer +sus-

~tion pensial1 such film shaH be dee111~dt.o be an uncerti fied.,film 7[iDthe area ~cified
a:ifilO?sin the order. ] . . ."l,,:

~=taln . ,.
1:aSe5.

(2). When all order u.der- sub-section (1) has been' issu~d "', py the licens-
ing authority a copy thereaf toget~er wit~ a .s!at~ment ~f reasons therefor
shall forthwith bt:, forwarded by the hcemlng. authanty to the State
Government and the State Government may either,c.onfirm dr annul the
order. .

1 These words w~re substituted for th;;ords '13ombaYft,l"ea";f the State of Ma.har~h;a" b)'
Mah.12ofI960,s.S.' ,

I These words were inserted by Mah. 2 of 1973, s, 2.
I These words were inserted by Mah. 19 of 1961, $. 2.
6 These words were added by Mah. 12 of 1960, s. 6 (ii). ..

. These words were substituted for the words "of the State" by the Bombay Adaptation of LaWI
(State and Concurrent Subjects) Order, 1956, Sch.

. These words were substitutedfor the words "Bombay area of the State of Maharashtra" by
Mah; 12 of 1960,s.7. . . ..' .

7 These words were substituted for the words "in the State, part or area as the case may be"
.by the BombaY Adaptation of Laws (Stato and. Concurrent Subjects) Order. 1956,Sch.

I.
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t3) An order made under sub..section (1) shall, unless it is annulled by lhe
State Government under suo:,'3ccticn(2), remain if'. force for a period of two months
from the date theceofbut the St<::.tcGoviJmment may, if it is of oJ?inion thaithe order
should continue in force, extend the period of su3persion from time to time for
such further period as it thinks fit.. ,

1{7. 2((1). ]If a ci))e..~2.tog~aph,or ~y pla~licensed .ur.der lhi~ Act, is u."C'd.in Pena!rks
contravention of th~ p1'o"1510115of tIus Act, or of the ntles made iherelmder, OJot :he for. . . .. "b

'
h
.

h I
.

ha . COntra-
conditions ?na re~trlcllons upon or ~U J"o(;tto Vol.Ie any loonce 'S O:~i;11gl"anted vention
und8r this Act, 3[or if a ci!1emat9graph is u~ed by any person in any place of which of Act.
a licence granted under.1hH Act 13revoked or susP8:1deduTId~rSection g,j-or if any
pers~n in ch~ge of ~.c~ne:natograp~ contravenei> any of.the condition!>or re,,\rict~
10DSImposea by an or:1e~of exemptIon made under.S<;:;(:tl~m10, ihen the owner. or
person In charge of the: o;1cmatQ,gI'aph,or the occupIer of the place, as we11a::.{he
managers, £ervants O!"agents of the person t9 whom the l1cen{"~is granted, ~halJbe
guilty of an offence; and shall, on conviction', 4[shaUbe pimhhed whh i,mpii~{)nmeut
for a tt;nn ,.whii~hmay extend to thr(;e months or with fine which may extend to
five thousand rupees or with both; and in the caSe of a continuing offence, a further
fine which may extend to five hundred rupee." for e~.chday during which the offe~ce
continues after conviction for the first such offenct'1:]

Provided that, a 1"on,onto whom a licence h granted shall not be guilty of . an
offence as aforesaid, if heprove$ that any off..;ncecommitted ty any r.1C.-~onin his
.employ.or on his bebalftook place without his knowlcdg<;and consent,and tha t th.;
employee or agent was not acthg with hb exp;'ess or implied permisdon, ar.d that
be exercised all due dHig.,;ncc tp, pn::vcnt tho commission of tho offence or its
contbuation,]

5[(2) If it ap});)aB to i.ilCcourt takiilg cogfiiz;;J1CCof an oft~nc;e under this
Act, on takhg SUdlevid.ence2.3it may'deem n,~ce.;sary,that the accused person
is gi ving an exhibition i i1or. at ::..r;yplacc by means of a cinematograph without a
licence !!rantcd uude. thi& Act, or in cont:-avention of any COI'.didonsand re5tdc-
tior.s imposed by such licer-ce or by a" oid.:r 'rnade Un.d0f section 10, Of when a
licence is revoked Of su:;p-.:;ndcd.ui\der seGtion 8, the court may order-'-

(a) that thp. place in or at which such exhibition is being given shaH be sealed
~d .

(b) that a cineli:latograph tog.,,-ther with the machinery, appliance.; and.
app3.ratus, if any, b,} sei zed and kept ill tho-custody of tbe Hcensiifl.gaul]1ority,
until. the wmplaint is finally dispo:;ed of. '

(3) .Where Under sub-~~tion (2), the court makes ar order to se...1the place and
seize the cInematograph ~d the machir.ery, app:is.nces and apparatus, it may, in
that order, direct that the police shall render necessary help to the licensing authority
in compl)ing with the order .50 made. '

(4) Where any such accused person has been convicted for contravention of the
provisicns onhe Act, the chematograph and the ma~hineiY,appliances and apparatus.
seized under sub-section (2) may be forfeit(:d to the State Government, and in case.
where sucb person is acquitted or discharged, the licensing authority shall remove
the seal of the place sealed under sub-::ection (1) and. the cinematograph and the
machinery,appliances and apparatus seized and kept in the custody of tbe licensing,
.authority, sbaU be returned .to him.]

1 Section 7 was substituted for the original by Mah. 19of 1961.';3.-------
. Section 7 was renumbered as sub-section (1) thereof by Mah. 20 of 1991,s. 2.
. This portion was inserted ibid, s. 2(a). . ..

& This portion was substituted for the portion beginning with the words "be punished with fine"
and ending with the words "first such offence" by Mab. 34 91 19"75,s.2.

. Sub-sections (2), (3) and (4) wereaddCd bY Mah. 20 of 1991, s. 2 (b).
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8. [n the ev..::ntof any contraveo.tior. by tr.e holder of a licence cf any of the
Powertoproyisi OTISof this Act or the rules made thereuader or of any cf the conditions
re-vokeor or restrictions upon or subject \:0 which the licence has been gr<>.ntedto him under

s~~~~ t~ts Act 1[01'of aay or the c~)J1dit!onsor restricti°!ls imp?se~ by an Older of exemp-
tiOn made u.nder sectIon 101,or IT,.the. ev(:nt of bIS convIctIOn of an offence under
section '7 of this Act or se~tion 701' tbe CiLematograpb Act, 1952, 2[or on receipt
of recommendation from the Collector under sec;lion 9 D of the Bombay Enteltain-
meHL,;Duty Act, .1923,] 3[the licensing autholity may by ord<:f rev9ke the licence
or suspend it fo.' such period 2Si 1 IDa) think fit} 4[but such order shall Dot take '?'t; Yf

. effect until ihe period. of appeal presc:ibed against'!'.uch order has expired :] rof f923.

3rProvide;G that, no lic<:;nceshall be revoked or suspended, unless the bcLdet.
thereof has been given reasonable opportunity to show cause.)

'[SA. An;; person aggrieved by all order ,?f a lk:ensing authori\:y refusing to
Appe.al.gra!1t a IieeI:c~. or revoking or suspendjng any hccnce under ~ection 8, may. within

. such periOd as mRYbe prc!:crlbcd, appeal to the State Goven'ment; and the State
Government shall on such. appeal. make; such order as it thinks just and proper,
and such order shall be finO;!I.

- .". - ------ '-'-"
. These words and figures were inserted by Bom. 38 of 1955,s. 3.
~ Thes;: words, fi~ures and lett~ wero:~inserted by Mah. 7 of 1987, S. 15.
" These words were substituted for the words "the licensing authority may

by Mah. 34 of 1975,s. 3«(1). ..Tilese words \',er..: added. ibid.. s. 3(b).
~ Tills proviso ';>11:':addeJ by Mah.12 of 1960; s. 8..
0 Sections 8A. 8B and BCwere inserted, ibid.. s. 9.

revoke the licence




